Peripheral blood mononuclear cells in the squirrel monkey Saimiri sciureus. II. Exploration of the IL2/IL2R pathway of T-cell activation.
We report here on functional aspects of squirrel monkey T cells isolated either from peripheral blood mononuclear cells or in the presence of accessory cells or accessory-cell-secreted cytokines. The T-cell response triggered by polyclonal activators was measured through proliferation, T-cell growth factor production and transient expression of receptors to growth factors. We also sought to delineate mechanisms by which antimitogenic molecules might prevent lymphocytes from being able to express "activation antigens" and/or from proliferating. Under these conditions, we mainly explored the inducible IL2/IL2R pathway and phenomena occurring in lymphocyte "non-activation" in terms of early and late cellular events; indeed, defects in the IL2/IL2R pathway represent one of the dysregulation events presumed to occur during the acute phase of human malaria, disease for which. Saimiri monkeys have been selected as experimental hosts.